Jena i, 


JUNE, 1880. 


THE MONTH. 


Tae newly-elected Parliament has at length fairly entered on its work. The 
Queen's Speech has been delivered, the programme of the session sketched, and 
notices already given of the most important measures which Ministers propose to 
introduce. It was, of course, obvious that, with practically only half a session at 
their disposal, the Cabinet could not bring forward now any very large or compre- 
hensive schemes, such as would involve long discussions in both Houses as regards 
their principle, as well as much and carefal elaboration of their details. Although 
pledged to several such measures, they must of necessity be deferred to another 
seston. It cannot, however, be said that, under the circumstances, the Government 
have given the country a stunted or inadequate programme. From their own stand- 
point, large arrears of legislation had to be overtaken, and dropped subjects taken up; 
whilst this, therefore, was a reason for not attempting too much, it was a reason 
also for introducing and pressing forward all they could. The late Government was 
censured for naming measares at the commencement of a session which, as it was 
alleged, they either had not the purpose or the determination, during its continu- 
ance, to carry into law. The present advisers of the Crown seem resolved to avoid 
this cause of complaint ; hence, although the Royal Speech promises no long list of 
legislative changes, what it does promise is important, and can easily, with a 
moderate amount of vigour, receive practical embodiment. Her Majesty intimates 
to her Parliament that the late season of the year at which they commence their 
labours will seriously abridge the time available for useful legislation, but that she 
makes no doubt they will turn that time to the best possible account. First of all, 
the Barials Question, which has so long agitated and disturbed the country, will 
receive an early and a final settlement. We are justified in affirming that that 
settlement will proceed upon thé“lines of the measure which Mr. Osborne Morgan 
has so repeatedly submitted, but that it will be even more comprehensive, 
embracing within its operation not only the parochial churchyards, but all public 
cemeteries or places of interment belonging to the nation. It is undoubtedly high 
time that the controversies on this vexed question were for ever set at rest, and 
Churchmen no less than Dissenters will be gainers by the change. A majority 
even of the bishops and the House of Lords have already affirmed the principle 
of that measure, and we do not, therefore, anticipate any very formidable opposition 
to the project. Next in order come bills for giving more effectual protection to 
of employers for accidents sustained by workmen, and for the extension of the 
borough franchise in Ireland. The first of these is, of course, a concession to those 
who, in the interests of the tenant farmer, demand, if not the abrogation, the . 
material amendment of the game laws; the second provides for the settlement 
of a question which has long engaged the atténtion of our legislators, but as yet 
with no decisive or satisfactory result; the third meets the requirements of those 
who urge the abolition of distinctions between the privileges enjoyed by Ireland 
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and England respectively, and consequently the assimilation of the borough fran- 
chise of the former to that of the latter country. On the whole, there is work 
enough for Parliament to do, and if that work be done effectually, no complaint 
will justly be made of a barren or an unremuncrative session. 


Recent as has been the change of the Administration, and still more so the 
meeting of the Parliament, there has yet been time for a sharp and somewhat acri- 
monious debate upon the foreign policy of the present Government. The debate was 
interesting chiefly as illustrating the fact that between the two Governments, as 
regards their foreign policy, an essential difference exists. The efforts of the late 
Government were directed mainly to check or counteract the supposed aggreesive 
tendencies of Russia. The exertions of the present Cabinet have hitherto been 
made with a view to compel Turkey to discharge her as yet unfulfilled obligations 
with reference to the Treaty of Berlin, and to restore what is called European 
concert in the Eastern Question, which, it is alleged, was first broken by England's 
refusal to adhere to the Berlin memorandam, and next by her refusal to insist on 
the compliance of Turkey with the demands of the Constantinople Conference. 
From our standpoint, it is not for us to assert which is the preferable policy, but 
to point out the difference which most clearly and undeniably exists. 


The House of Commons bas had large demands made upon its time and 
patience as the result of the election of “the junior member for: Northampton.” 
His claim, first, to be allowed to substitute for the usual oath of allegiance a simple 
affirmation ; and, when that claim was rejected, to take the oath his disbelief in the 
sanctions of which he had already openly expressed, has raised, as was natural, many 
points in relation both to morals and to law. It was, of course, to be expected 
that a strong feeling should exist against the admission to the House at all of an 
avowed and notorious atheist. It was natural that men of various creeds and parties, 
whether religious or political, should agree in considering that a man whose publie 
condact, by his own avowal, could not be influenced by any sense of his responsi- 
bility to God, was in the most important sense disqualified from exercising, with 
advantage to his fellow-men, the functions of a legislator; Whether he could or 
could not legally substitute an affirmation for the oath was a grave and intricate 
legal question, but that having been decided against him, his subsequent claim to 
be sworn involved questions of law and right more intricate and complicated still, 
The House were warned that if they proceeded simply by resolation, and affirmed 
that he “ ought not to be allowed to take the oath,” they might’be acting im contra- 
vention of statutory law, and might bring themselves into collision with the courts 
of law and the decisions of the judges of the land. However improbable this 


contingency, it was at length resolved to refer this second question, like the first, 


to a committee to inquire and to report their opinion on the facts and legal aspects 
of the case. That the occasion should hav arisen for any such discussion, or that 
any English constituency should have deemed the individual in question’ fit person 
to become their representative, will be deemed by not a few in all parts of the land 
a most discreditable fact. 


We regret to learn that fresh engagements have occurred in Afghanistan 
between the tribesmen and the British forces; and that, notwithstanding the 
successes of the latter; further’ hostilities are apprehended. Her Majesty has 
iw 


expressed to Parliament her concern that the hopes held forth im her’ previous 
speech of an early settlement of that cowntry have not yet been: realized: We 
rejoice to learn that the efforts of the British Government will henceforth be 
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unceasingly directed towards the pacification of the country, and the establish- 
ment of such institutions as may be found “ best fitted to secure the independ- 
ence of its people,” and to restore their friendly relations with the Government 
of India, It is also satisfactory to find. that the condition of Indian finance, as 
recently made known, will be submitted: for the speedy and ‘careful consideration 
of the Parliament. The condition in 


for the security of the indigenous 
and liberal principles of self-government”—ends which, unquestionably, are most 
devoutly to be desired. 


The religious anniversaries have, this year, lost none of the interest which so con- 
tinuously attaches to their celebration. Both the denominational and the unde- 
nominational societies—those existing for ends strictly amd emphatically religious, 
and those in which the more direct aim and object is educational or philanthropie— 
have awakened their due share of Christian interest and sympathy, and evinced by 
many tokens that they still receive an undiminished measure of public approbation 
and support. As regards financial resources, indeed, some of these institutions have 
suffered ; yet this fact can mostly be traeed to causes more or less connected with the 
recent general depression, is proportional with the diminution of income experienced 
by organizations of almost every kind, and cannot, therefore, be viewed as indicative 
of change in the estimate formed by the Christians of Great Britain of the work 
_ which these societies achieve, Cheering accounts were given by the several mis- 
sionary societies from their respective fields of labour in heathen lands. The pre- 
judices against the Gospel existing in China, it was stated, are gradually breaking 
down; whilst in India the part taken by the missionaries during the famine has 
largely increased their influence with the native population. We note that at 
several meetings exception was taken to the appointment of the Marquis of Ripon 
as Governor-General of India. The nomination of a pervert to the Church of 
Rome to so high an office is doubtless, on various grounds, a matter for regret. 


The preparations for the approaching Centenary of Sunday-sehvola are engaging 
the «ttention, and enlisting the sympathies, not only of the entire band of teachers, 
but of Christians of every denomination, both in England and America, who rightly 
view these now time-honoured institutions as amongst the most important agencies 
in operation for the evangelization of the world. The more that Sunday-schools 
are increased and multiplied, and their influence extended, the moré confidently may 
we expect that the rising race amongst us will be permeated in early life by the blessed 
and elevating. principles of that Gospel whieh bas the promise of all things, and is 
profitable both for the life that now is and for that which is to come. In the 
arrangements for the approaching celebrations, now so nearly completed, the Sunday- 
school Union has been loyally aided by the Church of England Sunday-school 
Institute ; thus affording an illustration, on this joyous occasion, of that Christian 
sympathy and union which are so pleasing und instructive to contemplate. We 
doubt not that the gatherings so shortly to be held will be productive not only of 
much gratification to those whe take part in them, bat of lasting and substantial 
benefié to the cause of Sunday-school instruction amougst (hristians of every deno- 


mination, both in Europe and America. ‘ 


vast responsibility attaching to us for its proper government, does not in this 

country receive the attention it both deserves and imperatively needs. The 

Ministry will also continue to commend to the diferent settlements in South 

Africa the of and whilst British 
| 


manlivess, and give opportunity for trials and 
victories of faith. At the same time it will 


their pastoral 


The Jaw of 1814, enforcing rest by divers 
penalties, is abrogated, and nothing substituted 


for it. 
RELIGIOUS ANNIVERSARIES. 

The Missionary Society, notwithstanding a 
deficit of 14,300 franca, is prospering; its 
receipts are 302,463 francs. M. and Madame 
Coillard, after twenty-three years of unremit- 
ting and noble efforts in Basutoland and ex- 
cursions to the Zambesi, are now visiting 


Europe, and were present at the annual 
meeting. M. Coillard’s account of the mis 


sion, and the wonderful openings it pre- i 


sents, electrified the hearers. He was also 
subsequently received by the Geographical 
Society. Senegal and Tahiti are prosperous. 
‘The Central Evangelization Society is also 
- prosperous ; its 325 stations are going on well, 
and increasing in numbers; and its prepara- 
tory theological school at Batignolies pre- 


sented ten candidates, nine of whom succeeded | i 


in obtaining their degree. 
‘The Sunday-school Society had 24,359 


francs at its disposal during the year—the | i 


twenty-eighth year of its existence. Its pro- 


| 


gress is slow, but sure ; its “ Bible lessons ” 
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youible to re to higher schon, end are printed to the number of 1,000; ite Sun- 
of the higher schools to be fitted fr has 3,000 saber 
attainment of ¢ The seventeenth edition of ite hymn-book is 
tages. out, showing an issue of 11,000 copies, It is 
ac bringing out library books rather slowly ; 
from Professor 22,588 of the old ones have been sold during 
Protestant Fact the year. This society, if it understands the 
taken every < present meed, is called to one of the nobles 
commented upc works in France. 
Minister of War, and The Tract Society had the Rev. R. W. McAll | 
the writer that no exception im the chair, which seemed natural, as « 
the case of theological distribution of tracts in Belleville in 1871 
made om young men for gave rise to the work he is engaged ia, and 
He opines that the time which is s manifestly blessed. The Paris 
camps, learniog or Tract Society has sold or given away about | 
nowise interfere with, but rather 260,000 tracts during the year, and 97,700 
vocation, will stren gti A lmanachs des Bons Conseils; and it has 2,314 if 
trated journal for youth. 
show who among the students may have| The Protestant Sou Society collects, and, : 
mistaken their vocation. after deducting expenses, gives to other so- 
No Protestant voice was raised in the | cisties its collections; it publishes an alma- 
Senate on mack, Receipts, 25,759 franca. 
THE SABBATH QUESTION. The Hvangelical Society has 47 new annexes, 
The subject was left entirely to the ardent | or stations, founded this year, representing 
champions of Clericalism. M. Cheanelong | 9,000 souls brought under the stated sound 
said: “ The Sunday rest is nowhere better | of the Gospel. The contrast between the 
observed than in Protestant countries; and | past, when every inch of territory was 
on this point the Protestants are not only our | disputed, and the present, when authorities 
allies, bat to a certain degree our examples.” | come and entreat fur its agents to come here 
aod there, is very marked. Receipts, 135,293 
The Parise or Protestant Bible Society has 
distributed 11,392 Bibles and New Testa- 
ments, It rejoices in the fact that it is 
“eclectic” in apreading various versions. 
THE SEGOND VERSION OF THE BIBLE, 
The Swiss are energetically pressing on 
the public the new version by Professor j 
Segond of the Old and New Testaments, and 
much discussion arises on the subject. That 
the language of the usually accepted versions 
a French may be improved and broaght 
closer to the original there is no doubt, and 
this is being done; but a very thorough 
revision would be necessary to bring the 
version of Segond to the simplicity and 
artlessness of the Scriptures of God, such as 
the general population need and can under- 
stand, besides a careful re-examination of texts 
mplying or containing important points of 
: doctrine. As a study, and for comparison 
and research, it seems pretty generally agreed 
will be useful, but most Christians would : 
regret it becoming the standard version in 
| France.. 


gach at the head of the paper. 
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give up our weapons,” said Prince Bismarck, 
“which we may be called upon to use egain 
any day; but we wish to be allowed to lay 


On the Sth of this month the 


Consistory met jointly with the Commitee of | 


the General Synod, and one of the questions 
to be decided was the affair of Mr. Werner. 
The minority of St. James's Church had ad- 
dressed another petition to the Supreme Con- 
tistory, mentioning that Mr. Werner was a 


contributor to the Neue Evangelische Gemein- | their 


debote, and that bis name was mentioned as 
Now, that 
paper had recently published an article con- 
taining the following words: “We cannot 
recognize the resurrection of Christ as a his- 


_ torical fact, like His birth. It is only aspiri- 


tual fact.” The decision of the joint 


body 


which thus met was to lay all the protests on 
the subject which had been received before 
Mr. Werner, and to ask him for a declaration 
on the same, and on bis position as to the’ 
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Bible, the divinity of Christ, and the use of 
the Apostles’ Creed. 

CHURCH ‘TAKES. 


been voted by the Berlin City Synod. The 
resalt ie certainly due in a great measure to 
the zeal and activity of Dr. Briickner. 
THE USIVERSITY OF 
is often made the subject of discussion in 


During the last four weeks, another faith- 
‘fal worker for Christ in Germany, 
Bissing, of Beetberg, in Silesia, has 


for 
Training Deaconesses for such schools, are 
chiefly due to the indefatigable activity 
which Baron Bissing exhibited to the last. 
Even in his advanced age he avoided no 
work, and was afraid of no difficulty to gain 
bis end. When looking back from his 
death-bed to the work God's grace had 


[From our own Correspondent. | 
——, Prussia, May 16, 1860. 
THE WEGOTIATIONS WITH BOMB. 
It seems that the Pope’s letter, mentioned | The Emperor and Empress have both ad- 
in my last communication, hae not had, as yet, | dressed congratulatory letters to General Su- 
any practical consequences ; but it is diffiealt 
to state anything positive on the subjest, as thet ‘the Church taxes have finally 
the negotiations are conducted with great 
secrecy. The attitude of the Ultramontane 
party in Parliament is sometimes « kind of 
thermometer as to the state of things. Prince 
Biemarck, who has appeared only once this 
year in the German Parliament, bitterty com- 
4 plained, in his speech of last Saturday, that 
' the Ultramontanes had opposed him in every 
2 | measure during the past winter. At theeame 
t time, the Government continues to show a 
spirit of con-iliation. The Minister of Public 
M Worship has ordered that euch priests as are | tained by those 
f legally appointed to their own parishes should | selves to take 
not be prevented from looking after souls in | Church of the 
sech neighbouring parishes as are at present | logical 
7 deveid of a priest. In Alsace, the Imperial | number. 
Governor has allowed the reopening of a Roman | professors 
Catholic seminary for boys, on condition that | the theological examinations. This would 
the names of the teachers should be reported | morally have obliged the young theologians 
: to the Government. The German Parliament | of Baden to study part of the time in 
was closed on Tuesday last, and the Prussien | Heidelberg. But the proposition was re- 
) Chambers will meet once more on the 20th'| jected. It would be very easy to increase 
inst., for a short after-session. It is stated | the number of students by appointing at 
that the Government intends to prepares bill | least one or two believing professors. As 
; which will enable it to dispense with some of | long as the University at Heidelberg is the 
’ the clauses of the May Laws. “We cannot | exclusive demain of “ Liberal” theology, it 
es cannot have much attrection for young men. 
MARRIAGE, 
. them aside for a time, if the Roman See is or, at least, of making it optional, are ciren- 
. conciliatory !”, | | lated now in many parts of Germany ; and 
. THE WERNER AFFAIR. in the Grand Duchy of Mecklenburg 17,000 
are ly very efficient when they limit 
activity to one thing. Baron Bissing 
worked exclusively for the establishment of J 
infant schools. The rapid increase of these 
schools, and the 


opposed as a novelty when | thing grand in the notion 
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June 1, 1886 


army of missionaries, led by their invincible | Again, as I was walking in the fields, I said 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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increase of members, and the work in 
the famine orphanages was beginning to yield 
‘good fruit in accessions to the native church. 


asked, “ What do you think of the Zulu 
wart” This was not a political meeting, 
and therefore, if that question was now asked, 
his reply would be that what bad happened 
was highly advantageous to the furtherance 
of the Gospel. They had now an open door 
everywhere. But it might be said, “ What 
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|about John Dunn and his extlusion of mis- 
sionaries?" His anewer was, “Don't believe 
it.” Cetewayo and Secocoeni both persecuted 
the missionaries, and where were they now! 
And who was John Dann that he should 
defy the armies of the living God ! 


.| Goatick followed, anid presented & sketch 


India, its history, its 
tions which it had offered to the military con- 
queror, the statesman, and the educationist. 
“We are there,” ssid the speaker, “ because 
God has sent us there ;’ and he went on to 
urge the duty of Envgland to the e, 
showing how, since the introduction of Chris- 
tiamity, sutteeism, infanticide, and many 
other evils bad been abolished. They were 
there not to demolish simply, bat to build 
up. There were three classes in the popula- 
tion—the great inert mass of the people diffi- 
cult to move, but in preaching to whom he 
had been greatly blessed; the priestly class, 
who clung to their su ; and “ young 
India,” whocopied English habits and adopted 
English ideas. A great work was being done 
among the young. The Rev. Zadok Robin- 
sop, from Natal, gave encouraging evidence 
‘of the results of Christian work there, and, 
referring to recent events in Zalnuland, dwelt 
with pardonable warmth upon the appoint- 
ment of John Dunn, a man whose life had 
for years been a protest egainst everything 
pure and truthful and humane in our civiliza- 
tion and in Christianity, to his present post. 
The Rev. William Wilson, formerly a mis- 
sionary in Fiji, insisted on the word “‘en- 
trenchment ” being substitated for “ retrench- 
ment,” in the resolution to which he spoke. 
After dwelling upon his experiences in Fiji, 
where he bad seen a man eaten, and had 
himself been in imminent danger of a similar 
fate, but where Christianity now reigned, and 
many of whose people were now ready to aid 
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as evidencing steady The French | 
evangelistic wait, wader Ms. exper | 
intendence, had been greatly blesed. In 
and others bad done 
service on the platform and through the 
press, and there was good reason to look for | 
an abundant harvest. In Oeylou, and some | were attempted—which, however, he did not 
parts of the Indian field, there had been an believe—there were in South Africa 20,000 | 
Christian men who would know the reason | 
| bad stated that the missionaries made the | 
In the West Indies an effort was in progress | natives worse than better had no real know- 
with a view to the development of local re- | ledge of missionary labours, had never lived 
sources and ultimate self-government. The at their stations, or seen their work. Such 
membership of the various churches showed | testimony was utterly worthless as it stood, 
a net increase of 1,052, with over 10,000 on | but in the face of the triumphs of the Cross 
trial, The total receipts had been £165,498 ; in those benighted regions it ought to have 
the total expenditure, £190,686; showing a | been regarded with suspicion and disbelief 
deficiency of £25,188. This was an un- | from the first. Afr. William Oulton, of 
enviable position, because with this foreseen | Liverpool, urged the duty of more extended 
excess of expenditure aad unforeseen failure | syipathy and liberality, that retrenchment 
of income the committee had to report a/| might be avoided, and the work carried on 
debt, after the receipt of £17,000 from : Ww. 
Thankegiving Fund, of more than £25,000 of 
The Chairman reviewed the progress of Chris- ) 
tianity, spoke of the errors and carnality | 
which had hindered its work in the earlier | 
centuries, and of the remarkable resulis of 
% modern missions, urging the necessity for 
enlarged liberality. The President of Con- 
ference (Rev. Benjamin Gregory) said that 
the answer to the “‘refrain” of the report 
was like that given by the French to the 
Germans at the capitulation of Paris. They 
said, “ Demand from us as much money as | 
you will, but not one inch of our territory or | 
one stone of our fortresses wil] we relinquish.” | 
That was their watchword to-day—not one 
inch of the mission field or one brick of a 
chapel would they relinquish, The French 
were not able to stand entirely by their de- 
claration; but, by God’s grace, the Wesleyan a 
Connexion would stand by theirs. The Hon. 
Sir Alexander T. Galt (Resident Canadian | 
Commissioner) spoke of the healthy condition | 
of the Wesleyan Methodist Church in Canada, | 
and the evangelistic work to which it was 
called in the distant regions now being ) 
peopled with settlers, The Rev. James Scott, 
who had just returned from South Africa, 
where he had been a missionary for twenty ; 
years, said he conld not stir without being ) 
| 
| 
| 
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tions bad passed away, but as old 


with the mission to Central Africa, one after | meeting with the fact that cannibalism, pure 
another of the brethren sent out having suc- | and simple, prevails greatly in that country; 
cumbed to the climate ; their greatest loss | and made some striking references to the way 


4 


ly the late war in Africa, now happily at an | in 
end. From China the accounts showed there | them because they liked them.” 
were not a few indications of progress, and | farlane insisted on the great ini 
but for the opium trade, which was working 
great injury amongst the people, more good | point of view of those who 

would have been done. From India the chief | from ourselves as these poor degraded 
features of the report referred to the work | balsdo. He added that, in the work 
among the women, twelve ladies, as female | troducing and propagating that Gospel 
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| in the evangelization of other islands, he ably | missionaries, being thus employed, The re- 
briefly addressed by Mr. 
| u.r., and the Rev. Dra. 
was at Exete iowly steadi 
Hall. The Treasurer, Mr. John Kemp-| the outlay showing a gradual and marked 
: Welch, s.r, presided, and there was «| reduction. The number of missionaries now 
| crowded attendance. The Chairman, in his | on the list of active foreign service was 136, 
opening address, reminded the meeting that | and of female missionaries, 12. The Rev. 
| the society was founded in the last century | Dr. Allon moved the adoption of the report, 
; upon a truly a@cumenical besis, and its un- and adduced many statistics to show that the 
denominational constitution bad never been | missionary enterprise had been far more suc- 
a narrowed from that day to this, although, | cessful than many of its best friends could 
through the subsequent rise of denominationa! | have anticipated. The motion was seconded 
. missionary societies, this ancient institution | by the Rev. J. Macfarlane, from New Guinea, 
had practically become Congregational. Since | which was, he said, the largest island in the 
the society sprang into existence two genera- | world, being as long as from London to Con- 
stantinople, and 500 miles broad. He went 
were not wanting in activity and zeal. In | enlivened and relieved by incident and anec- 
common with other societies, they had suffered | dote, so as to thoroughly secure and retain the 
during the last three years from depression of | attention of the assembly for whole bours. 
trade, but, they bad nearly managed to pay | He drew, in a few sentences, distributed here 
their way for the past year, and he hoped | and there through his speech, a vivid sketch 
that better times were at hand. The Rev. | of New Guinea in its physical and moral 
| J. O. Whitehouse read an abstract of the | aspects. None who were present can have 
| report,-which stated that the society began | failed to gain a conception of the island which 
: the year with difficulties, Complicated and | will abide for many a year to come. Mr. 
painful questions had arisen in connection | Macfarlane took especial pains to impress the 
| if being the death of their Foreign Sec , | Im which it is regarded by those who m ; 
Dr. Mullena, who had gone out with a view | the repulsive practice in New Guinea. In « 
a to establish the mission on Lake Tanganyika, | conversation which he had with a chief just . 
: but caught cold among the swampy grass at | before leaving, he states that the man was be- 
Kitange, 150 miles from the coast. At Ujiji,| wildered at the idea that the countrymen of 
(a8 however, the mission had been at length esta- | the missionary should ever kill men apart 
blished, and at the date of the last accounts | from the object of eating them. “Why,” 
aa was in a hopeful state. The missions in other | said this man-eating chief, “do your people 
: parts of Africa and in the South Seas were | kill their enemies if they do not eat them?” _ 
. reported as in @ very prosperous state, with | The man regarded the custom of his own 
| 
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must rely mainly on native teachers—and 
they might well be relied on. Perhaps they 
would not stand the test of a rigid theological! 
examination, but there was no mistaking their 
theology. They went among the people with 
a Gospel of few words. The story of the 
Cross was soon told, and in a way that went 
direct to the conscience, whether it was lodged 
there or not. The Rev. F. Trestrail moved 
the second resolution, which was seconded by 
the Rev. James Richardson, from Madagascar. 
He spoke from seven years’ experience of 
Christian work in that island, and gave full 
details of the missions from their commence- 
ment, now many years ago, by the Londoa 
Missionary Society, to the present day. The 
people to a great extent had been Christian- 
ized. From the Queen on the throne down 
to the poorest subject, Christianity had come 
to be the rule. Even where its vital forces 
as an experimental religion bad not been ex- 

its moral influence had been such 


most impressive feature of the proceedings. 
BAPTIST MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 
Of ‘the many annual meetings of this 
society, that held this year in Exeter Hall 


China, where large numbers had 
verted. Success had attended the 
of the missionaries in Africa, the 
Hayti, San Domingo, and Trinidad, 
Jamaica, Norway, Brittany, andItaly. Having 
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as compared with £46,092 in the previous 
year—an increase of £4,259. The total 
amount for general purposes had been £45,233 
—the largest income ever received by the 
society, exeept in the jubilee year. The | 
debt of last year had been reduced from 
£3,863 to £664. The Rev. T. V. Tims 
moved the adoption of a resolution in favour 
of extending the society's work and increasing 
> the number of ite missionaries. He referred 
particularly to the Congo mission, and to the 
has encountered from the 
mish Church, The Rev. 
bad, in seconding the re- 
as an eye-witness, the re- 
enterprise as seen in 
. Jackson Wray moved a 
united and importunate 
that qualified men may be raised 
—& sent forth into the mission field. 
gaid Mr. Wray, in the course of his 
eloquent address, “the Christian Church, 
that the social condition of the natives had | either weary with labour, disheartened by 
been greatly improved. The manner in which | apparent failure, or despondent through want 
Mr. Richardson and Mr. Macfarlane each told | of faith, anfaithfal to its high and holy 
his tale of work to the meeting constituted the | calling, were to leave this great evangelizing 
work undone,—if it were to abandon the 
onerous duty, and shut the Gospel out of 
heathen ears, then who, or what else, is to 
undertake their case? How else are you to 
was one of the most successful. The hall | ameliorate the sad condition of the heathen 
was crowded to its utmost capacity by «| millions? Unto us is this 
sympathetic audience. After a brief intro- | salvation sent, neither is there 
ductory address from Mr. Joseph Tritton, | any other. To whom can the 
who filled the chair, Mr. A. H. Baynes read | miserable old world go but 
the eighty-eighth annual report, which was 
described by him as encouraging and stimu- 
lating. It stated that the reports from India 
bore strong testimony to the increased vitality 
and independence of the native Christian 
churches, More literary and translating 
work had been done than usual, and there 
was marvellous eagerness on the part of 
Hindus to purchase copies of the Scriptures D 
and religious tracts. From no part of the good ? 
mission were more encouraging tidings received cry. yearning & | 
~- all human hearts, It rises be- 
of Africa and the banyans | 
of = It rolls across the savannahs and 
prairies of the New World, and the teeming | 
: millions of hoary Europe swell the exceeding | 
named the labourers in the missionary and bitter ery. It sweeps with the north 
whom death had removed, the report con-| wind over shivering snows; it floats on the 
cluded by stating that, notwithstanding the | gales of the sunny south. Who will show | 
. long-continued commercial and agricultural | us any. good? From bungalow and kraal, | 
depression, the total receipts of the society hut and hovel, tent and wigwam, cave and | 
for the year exhibited a most striking increase. cabin, comes the cry, and there is no voice nor 
The gross receipts, ixicluding contributions | any that answers. The hunger is unssted, | 
4 lor special funds, had amounted to £50,351, the thirst unquenched. The depth saith, It is 4 
| | 


Zenana Mission, given at the Holborn 
Town Hall. A missionary soirée was also 
held in the same building, ome of the 
speakers at which was the Rev. C. H. 
Spurgeon. 

MISCELLANEOUS, 

The annual meeting of the Réigiouw 
Tract Society was densely crowded, and the 
proceedings, ftom first to last, were fall of 
interest. The chair was occupied by Sir 
Charles Reed, ™.r., su by the Secre- 
taries, the Rev. Dr. Manning and the Rev. 


I. B. White, Rector of St. 


speech, exhibited, as a 
society's earliest literature, a small 
page tract published in 1801, “which, 
said, he preserved as one of the treasures 
of his household. That tract, he continued, 
had developed into the noble periodical litera- 
ture which the society now published. It 
had been said that the society was a great 
trading institution, waking large profits, and 
that it had, therefore, no right to appeal for 
subscriptions, But the whole of the money 
subseribed went to the benevolent fund, as 
did every penny of profit on the trading 
transactions of the. suciety. year 
£26,000 was received in the way of sub- 
scriptions, and to this amount £15,000, 
being profit derived from the sale of publica- 
tions, was added, making a splendid fund of 
£41,000 fur benevolent and missionary 
enterprise. The.aid rendered by the society, 


- 


children every year. At the conclusion of 
Sir Charles's address, Dr. Manning did not 
read the report, but. presented, in pleasant 
conversational style, an outline of its contents, 
which was in every way more agreeable than 


\ 
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being able to read. In the Buddhist monas- 
teries there was a school for every village, 
and a schoolmaster for every child. Buddh- 
ism was the most enlightened form of hea- 
thenism which prevailed, every one being 
left by it free to think for himself, and caste 
being utterly unknown. The Baddhist mouks 
were pledged to promote moral culture, and, 
,although mendicant monks, were not idle, 
but conducted schools in which a free educa- 
tion was given to the entire The 
people were eager to receive, and thankfal 
for, new books. The Bi was followed by 


last speaker was the Rev. C. H. Spargeon, 
who was received with several rounds of 


applause, and who spoke with his usual 
eloquence and power. He did not believe, 
he said, that the time would ever come 
when the press would supersede the pulpit. 
A child was well enough brought up by the 
bottle,—that was the tract; but the breast, a 
living, earnest ministry, was the best. He 
trusted that every one present was trying 
personally to serve God. He had 
a man who used to say to his wife, “ Mary, 
go to church and pray for us both ;” 
is wife got to the gate of heaven, 
said, “Mary, go in for em both.” 
story contained a great 
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| | official document could 
. The publications of the 
Society, it was stated, were > 
translated into 130 languages, 
France, 
: going on, 
: were eagerly asking for 
t was being flooded, by 
ES with tracts and books. 
atill | 7,000 teachers had been 
the Church of Rome, 
up to heaven, Who will show us any | ms had been circulated. 
Brothers! we can! we have! we will!” The | t the world, truth had 
resolution was seconded in a stirring society's presses. The 
by the Rev. J. G, Greenhough. the report was moved by the 
In connection with the Baptist Missionary | Dr. Titcombe, Bishop of Ran- 
Society, there was also am annual breakfast | which was listened to 
, his lordship’s account 
being especially interesting. 
B a peculiarly suitable field for | 
ribution, every man, woman, and child 
Aldermary. 
Sir Charles, in the course of his opening 
the Rev. Dr. W. P. Mackay, of Hull, in a 
vigorous, bomely style of address, not un- 
mixed with a touch of humour. The Rev. 
G. Everard narrated several cases of interest 
in connection with tract distribution. The 
in. conjumction with Mr. Peek; enabled 
the London School Buard to present prizes 
for scriptural knowledge to some 4,000 
| not shake off responsibility. After heartily 
the Boys Own Péaper, Mr. 
: Spurgeon said that he did not draw a line 
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between the secular and the sacred. Would, 


he eloquently added, that every meal was a. 


afford an opportunity for giving information 
on the mistionary work of the society. from 
the lips of those who were actively engaged in 


stated that the society's 


Major Francis Dancan, ma., next addressed 
the meeting on “‘ How the Church of England 
sheald follow her Emigrant Children.” The 


celebrated at St. James's Hall. The proceed- 
ings began with a breakfast, the Bishop of 
Ripon presiding, after which addresses were 
delivered om the following subjects: “The 
Principles of the Reformation, as Asserted 
and Represented in the Work of the Lrish 
Charch Missions,” and ‘‘ Speaking the Truth 
in Love.” The annual meeting was subse- 
quently held in the large hall. Captain the 
Hon. Francis Maude, The 
Chairman spoke of the difficulties which had 
beset the work of the society during the past 
year, especially in Connemara, where ,the 
missionaries had suffered much 
The Secretary read an epitome of the annual 
report, which stated that the society had been 
instrumental in promoting the erection— 
chiefly through local efforts—of } 9 churches, 
8 orphanages, and 33 sehool-houses. It now 
maintained 40 Sunday-schools, attended by 
2,180 pupils, and 72 day-schools, attended 
by 3,118 pupils; 160 Sunday services and 
159 week-day services were held every month, 
with an aggregate attendance of about 25,000. 
The missionary agency comprised 26 ordained 
clergymen, 170 trained teachers and Scrip- 
ture-readers, and 90 Irish ‘‘ text teachers.” 
About 16,000 were visited every 
month, and nearly a million tracts and hand-. 
bille, besides newspaper advertisements, had 
been. circulated throughout Ireland, the 
British Colonies, and America. The Rev. 
Canon Cory, Recter of Clifden, Connemara, 
and Missionary Secretary, who spoke on the 
foliowing topio—*“The things which have 
unto me have turned out rather to 
the furtherance of the Gospel”—+said that at 


the commencement of the year there was in. 
Connemara an open crusade against the mig- 


17 
of Increased Efforts among English and 
Eurasians in India.’ The Rev. Canon 
sacrament, every garment a vestment, every | Hoare, after seconding the motion, delivered 
En whole of life «| an address on “Home Helps to Wanderers.” 
hallelujah ! Towards the close HE GR | The Bishop of the Mauritius delivered an 
Mr. Spurgeon thanked the address on “Missions to Sailors in British 
lishing some of his sermons in Ports.” Mr, Sheriff Woolloton next spoke 
language, and mentioned the on “Chureh Work amongst Continental 
circumstance that a daughter of Travellers.” The Right Rev. Dr. Riley, 
stone had forwarded him one of Bishop of the Valley of Mexico, afterwards 
which had been found among gave an address on “The Influence of the 
effecta, having on it some Church of England on Foreign Churches.” 
mendation in the handwriting o 
African traveller, A few days 
anniversary meeting, a public b 
in Cannon Street Hotel, in order @ | Hon. Mr. Pelham, who delivered the conclad- 
at Manitoba.” 

, The thirty-first. anniversary of the /rish 
that work upon the Continent of Europe and | Church Missions to the Roman Catholics was 
eleewhere. Some four hundred ladies and | 
gentlemen sat down on the occasion, the | 

} chair being occupied by Sir Harry Verney, | 

| ur. The speakers included the Rev. | 

, Mesers. Fisch, of Paris ; Meille, of Florence; | 
Dardier, of Geneva; Jaulmes Cook, of 
Lausanne; Constantine, of Athens; and 
Archdeacon Kirby, of North-west America. 
The statements made by these gentlemen 
were of the most cheering character, and 
awakened a feeling of deep interest. 

The Earl of Roden presided over the 
annual meeting of the Colonial and Con- 
tinental Church Society in St. James's Hall, 
the Marguis of COholmondeley, who had 
been announced as chairman, being absent 
through indisposition. The Rev. F. J. C. 
Moran, Secretary, presented the report, which 
on the Con- 
tinent of Europe maintained in its 
efficiency. The committee had recently re- 
‘ceived letters from the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury and the Bishop of London, bearing 
testimony especially to the importance of 

. the Continental operations of the society. 
The home income of the society had 
amounted to £17,045, and during the seme 
| period the expenditure had been £19,714. 
The total amount received for special funda, 
and the money raised and expended abroad, 
being added to theabove statement of receipts, 
gives a total income of £30,516. Amidst 
much that is discouraging, there is one 
specially cheering sign—viz., that the receipts 
from associations are slightly in advance of 
last year, The Bishop of Rangoon, after 
moving the adoption of the report and the | 
appointment of the committee for the en- 


i 
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and coffee-houses, 9 among) 
Jewa, 3 among Welshmen in Lendon, 8 in 
bospitale, workhouses, and infirmaries, others 
ameng omnibuces and tram-car men, letter- 
carriers, telegraph boys, factories, workshops, 
railway-statione, hotels, soldiers in London, 
and one special missionary to thieves. Canal 
boatmen, drovers, Billingagate fish people, and 


during the year. Sir William Muir, after the 
reading of the report, offered a few remarks. 
He rejoiced from hie heart, he said, to join in 
an assembly the object of which was to give 
the Gespel to the people, and rejoiced that in 
such a work all sections of English Christians 


had greater claims on the clergy than on the 
laity. This, as a layman, he denied. The 


pressed alike on every member of the Church 
of Christ. He was gled that among so many 
present who preached the Gospel there was 
ene there at least who administered the law. 
He was a good witness in many respects as to 
the work which had been done by the religious 
and philanthropic societies in London among 
the greatest population in the world. He was 
thankful to say thet the statistics of crime 
greatest possible claim upon the public. Ad- 
dresses were subsequently delivered by the 
Rev. Burman Cassin, Rev. Dr. Mackay, Rev. 
J. Jackson Wray, Rev. F. A. C, Lilli 

and the Rev. Marmaduke Osborn, who, for 
of thankfulness to Almighty God for the biese- 


ings vouchsafed to the society during another 


year, deploring the spiritual destitution of 
London, and appealing for a more liberal and 
enlarged support of the work the society 
undertake, 


288 
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the know of Christ's Gospel in the 

of the Eest. “In all these parts which 
society was interested in,” said the 
mittee, after giving details with regard to 
Turkey, Syria, Egypt, Persia, etc, “there 
are about 30 principal or central stations, 
with 5 colleges for imparting a liberal 
general education, many theological colleges, 
about 400 out-stations, 121 churches, besides 
many other buildings; and 85 American or- 


and of adherents probably 50,000, It would 


CH BISTENDON. 
bakers have each a separate missionary. 
report detailed the good work which bed been 
could meet together in a common cause. He | 
hoped it would not be said that the work of 
the City Mission was drooping for want of 
famds. The agents of the society, be was 
convinced, were admirably fitted for the work 
they were called upon to do, and he rejoiced 
that Ged had raised up such men to go among 
the heathen Christians of London. Sir T. 
Chambers, 9.c., who was the next speaker, 
said that, although he liked to see a long row 
of white neckc!oths on that platform, he should 
be sorry to see the day when the clergy of all the 
denominations had it all their own way with 
the religious societies. Such a state of things 
would imply that the work on those platforms 
0 ing the society that it was de- 
but of personal Christian obligation, for it | signed to afford _ 
were carrying on the great work of 
ties, the missionaries’ wives), 78 native or- 
dained pastors, 156 native preachers who 
have. been regularly trained but huve no 
a | settled charge, 603 native teachers, and 78 
other mission helpers—altogether about 900 
} natives employed in active Christian work. 
The number of communicants is about 10,000 


i, 


be a small thing for Eagland and Scotland and 
lreland to devote at least £10,000 0r £20,000 
a-year to help in this great. werk, which has 
been eomducted with so much self-encrifice and 
spiritual devotion.” The committee added 
that there were other agencies in Turkey and | 


Egypt, as Miss Whately's School at Cairo, the | i 


British Syriam School at Beyrout, and the 
Seotch werk in the Lebanon, some of which 
they had sided from time-to time, and in all 
of which they took a deep interest. The 
balance-sheet showed that the receipts of the | 
past year amounted to £3,758, and that the 
expenditure left a belance in hand of £440. 
The Rev, A. Webb-Peploe, the Rev. Dr. 
Marray Mitchell, the Rev. S.C. Ewing ( Ameri- 
can missionary at Alexandria), and Admiral 
Fishbourne addressed the meeting. The Eari 
of Shaftesbary,in acknowledging a vote of | 
thanks to him for: presiding, called attention 
to what had been going on over the whole of 
Turkey through the agency of the American | 
missionaries. “I believe,” his lordship added, 
“it has mever pleased God to raise up for a 
great purpose a more admirable body vf men.” 


of 
of | 


_ The 
England Sunday-school Institute was this 
ear held in Westminster Abbey. Such a 


a. 
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congregation as assembled there one evening, 
last month, bas rarely been seen in the Abbey, 
great numbers being turned away from the 


John Palmer, it was remarked that important 
additions had been made to the publications 


ia ;| England and Wales, and a further extension 


of the Institute’s operations in Ireland had 
been made. The Institute had been repre- 
sented at 436 places, 59 being withia the me- 
tropelitan area, and 377 in the provinces. The 
Branch Association now numbers 230, of 
which 35 were in the metropolis, and 195 in 
the provinces, The most pressing reed of 
the Institute at the present time was the 


ished | want of a building suitable for carrying on its 
one 


operations, a building of a simple character 
adapted to the wants of the Institate as the 
centre of Sunday-school work in connection 
with the national Chareh: Probably, if 
Churchmen generally were impressed with 
the need which existed for the extension of 
the work, and realized the great disadvan- 
tages under which the Iastitute had for years 


‘laboured in the carrying on of its operatioas, 


as compared with the facilities enjoyed by 
other Sunday-school societies, the funds for 


the erection of the proposed Memorial buud- 
2 


— 

doors, unable to find even standing room. 

The whole of the following day was given 

upto conferences and the Exeter Hall meet- 

The Lord Bishop of St: Aaph pre- 

sided over the morning conference of country 

representatives at the Cannon Street [/otel. 

The subject of the afternoon conference was 

the observance of the approaching Centenary. 

In the evening a “ magnificent assembly "— 

to quote the words of the Bishop of Curlisle, 

who presided—was held at Exeter Hall. In 

the abstract of the report, read to the meet- 

ing by the secretary of the Institute, Mr. 

of the society, and the total sales of copies 

for the yeer amounted to nearly a million and 

a-half, For several years past the com- 

mittee had felt’ the great necessity existing 

for a more adequate representation of the 

Institute im the provinees, had decijled to 

make an important extension of their deputa- 

The thirty-seventh annual meeting of the | tion department by appointing several of the | 

British: Society for the Propagation of the | clergy experienced im the conduct of 

Gospel among the Jews had, as its chairman, | schools, and having special qualifications for 

Mr. W. B. Habershon. The report showed | their duties, to act as district organizing 

that the year’s income had been £6,805, and | secretaries. Up to the present time six of 

the expenditare £6,802. The society has | theee secretaries had been appoiuted, and the 

twenty-five missionaries, all Jews, and several | committee hoped to provide for other dis 

unpaid workers ;.and its mission stations tricta, and ultimately to secure the services of 

inelude, besides London; ami a number of | active and experienced representatives through- 

other English cities and towns, Hambarg | ou the country. During the year mach 

K6énigsberg, Nuremberg, Stuttgart, and Bres- systematic work of an organizing character 

lan in Germany; Zarich in Switzerland ;/ had beén accomplished in the dioceses of 

Vienna, Prague, and Lemberg in A str 
Riga and Odessa in Russia ; Adrianople and 
Smyrna in Turkey; Rome in Italy; and 
Algiers im. North) Africa. From each 
these stations has come the clear note 
success. - Im connection with the Mission | 
House, Oburch Street, Spitalfields, much | 
good has beem::dome thtough its various 
agencies, the gem of ‘which, the- Medical | 


4 
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RECEIPTS REPORTED AT THE RELIGIOUS ANNIVERSARIES. 


1879. 1830. 
Barrten amp Socierr .................. ..... £213,811 ...... £213,374 
NCIPAL Foruton Missionary Socterias— 
Charch Missionary Society 232,836 ...... 221.723 
Society for the Propagation of the Gospel ............ 145,236 ...... 131,674 
London Missionary ..... 102, 162 
Baptist Missionary Society... 4,002 ...... W351 
Moravian Missions ................. 16,871 16,909 
South Amerean Missionary 13,036 10,731 
English Presbyterian Missions 11,7384 ...... 9 894 700.98 
Colonial aed Continental Charch Society ............ 0.387 ... .. 39,516 
Methedins Missions ........... 32,280 ...... 
Promoting Christianity among the Jews 36.204 35,204 
United Methodist Free Churches’ Missions...... ..... 17,860. ...... 17,122 
British Society for the Jews OBB. 6,805 
Evangelical tinental Society .. 3,194 
Colonial Missionary Society 3,087 
Foreign Aid Society... 2,398... 
147,861 
Home Misstoxs — 
Additional Carates 74,3229 ..... 84 051 
S856 ...... . 
Charoh Pastoral-Aid 6.64 ....... 45, 868 
Wesleyan Home Missions .............. 35,631 ...... 34,543 
Ubureb-Aid Society 000 83,800 
of Loadoa’s Fuad ................ 21,016 ...... 20,064 
Irish Ubarch Missions to the Roman Catholics ...... 21,274 ..... 19,117 
Carates’ Augmentation 16,832 ..... 12 626 
Army Scripture Readers’ Society ........................ 10,535... 12,306 
gland Scri Readers Assuciation 
Charch Building Socisty.. 713 
Leadon Diocesan Home 4.581 5 598 
Me: tan Wesleyan Chapel Building Fuud ...... 5,966 ...... 5,064 
oreign Sailors’ 453... 614 
Protestant Reformation Society........ 3,826 
Royal Naval Readers’ Suciety............... 3,008 
Midnight Meeting Movement.. 1,368 ...... 1,294 138 
Reticrocs Epvcationat SocieTizs— 
British and Foreigo School 23,676 ... 21,356 
Indian Female Normal School Soc 15,606 ...... 16,463 
Christian Vernacular Education Soviety for ludia... 8,910 ...... 9,803 
and 7,6 
Ch of Sunday-sthool Lustitute ..... 5 
Usion ces 6,216. ...... 566 
Society 140,125 |... 178,808 
Mea’s Christian Assoviation .................. 5,416 ...... 4,276 
Monthly Tract Society, 4,476. ...... 3,255 
Bible Translation Society 2,244 2,350 
Christian Evidence Soociety................---.-cccesseeees 1,500 1,443 
Lonrd’s-day Observance Society 1,149... 1,271 
192,523 
£1,703,876 £1,729,419 


? 
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"sermon, preached by the Venerable Archdeacon 
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ECCLESIASTICAL EVENTS. 


THE 

The Parliamentary Dissolution and General 
Election have involved a similar procedure in 
respect of the Convocations of Canterbury and 
York. The new Convocation of the southern | 


Balaton, were in Latin, as was also the Arch- 


Canterbury Convocation etands 
June 1, when the new Prolocator will be 
presented to the Primate. The Convocation 
of the northern province will not meet for 
business till Jaly 6. The Dean of Chester is 
likely to be mominated as Prolocutor of the 
Convocation of York. 

BISHOP PEARSON, OF NEWARK, 

On the lst ult., the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury, assisted by the Bishop of Lincoln and 
other prelates, consecrated the Rev. J. Pear- 
son, LL.D., Vicar of Newark, to the Bishop- 
ric of Newcastle, New South Wales, vacant 


by the death of Dr: Tyrrell, ite firet bishop, | 


who never left the colony after hia consecra- 
tion on St. Peter’s Day, 1847, and has nobly 
endowed the diocese. 

THE IRISH CHURCH SYNOD. 

The fourth annual session of the General 
Synod of the Church of Ireland was opened 
at the Synod Ha'l, Dublin ; the Lord Primate 
presiding. His Grace, in his introductory 
address, reviewed the history of the Irish 
Church from the beginning, and expressed 
the hope that the missionary enterprise of 
her early days would be again put forth 
with vigour. lle deprecated the proposal 
to separate the bishopric of Clogher from 
the primacy. of Armagh in order to revive 
the obsolete bixhopric, and contended that the 
maintenance of the two sees separately would 
be a financial impossibility. Mr, Chamber- 
lain presented the report of the represerita- 
tive body, which stated that there had been 
for some years past a progressive decrease in 
the receipts from various sources. The 
amount received under the head of assess- 
ment has been reduced from £124,424 in 
1876, to £108,272'in 1879. The contribu- 


tions to the Stipend Fcnd for the years since 


1875 have been as follows: 1876, £124,494; 
1877, £118,478 ; 1878, £215,568 ; 1879, 


was appointed his successor, and delivered his 
address. At a subsequent sitting, Dr. Fraser 
gave in the report on the Sustentation Fund, 
from which it appeared that daring the past 
year the equal dividend of £200 wyear had 
been paid to every minister of the denomina- 
tion, congregations, according to their ability, 
supplementing the stipends of their respective 
ministers from that aunount up to £1,000 and 
£1,200 a-year. The average annual stipend, 
exclusive of the value of manses, is £306. 
At the conclusion of Dr. Fraser's address, a 
conference was held on the whole subject of 
the Sastentation Fand, and there was consi- 
derable discussion in relation to congregatians 
who appeared to lean on the fund, and did 
not contribute to it in proportion to their 
ability. The feeling was that in- 
creased liberality on the part of all the con- ° 
gregations of the denemination was neces- 
sary to the continued success of this the cen- 
tral financial fund of the denomination. Re- 
ports of the Home, the: Foreign, and the 
Jewish Mission and the Soldiers’ and Sailors’ 
Committees were at the various 
sittings. The Rev. Dr. Dykes submitted the 
College report, in connection with which the 
Synod proceeled to consider the propriety or 
otherwise of filling up the two theological 
chairs then vacant. After discussion, it was 
resolved that only one of the chairs be filled, 
that of Church History and Pastoral Theology, 


£108,272. The total receipts from all sources 
In the course of the proceedings, another 
| province, a few days after the opening of | effort was made to remove some phrases in 
7 Parliament, inangurated its proceedings, a: is | the Baptismal Service, deemed by many 
usual on such occasions, by attending divine | Evangelicals to be objectionable; but it was 
| service in St. Paul's Cathedral. The Litany,|.withenat avail, The closing days of the 
monotoned by the Bishop of Lichfield, and the | Synod were occupied with the discussion of 
. the Divinity School question, the status of 
| bishop’s admonition to the clergy to choose a | general church committee, the claims of the 
Proloentor, delivered in the Chapter House, | minor incumbents and curates, the increasing 
where they assembled after the conclusion of | expenditure of the representative bedy, and 
. the service. The choice of the clergy, for | the consecration of church baildings. A 
| this office, fell upon the Very Rev. Lord | series of resolutions on the subject ‘of primary 
) Alwyne Compton, Dean of Worcester. The | education was also adopted. 
ENGLISH PRESBYTERIAN SYNOD, 
. The Fifth Synod of the Presbyterian Church 
of England met in Marylebone Presbyterian 
Church, Bryanstone Square. It was opened 
with divine service. The sezmon was 
| preached by the retiring .Moderator, the 
Rev. W. Graham, bD.p., and immediately 
afterwards the Rev. Donald Fraser, p.p., 
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that the stipend should be imeressed to £700 
year, and that it should be known by 
the name of “ the Barbour Chai?” in honour 


of the founder, Mr. Robert Barbour, of Boles- 
worth Castle, Cheshire, who had endowed it 
to the extent of £2500 a-year. The Synod 
unanimously appointed as the Barbour Pro- 
fessor, the Rev. Dr. William Graham, of 
Liverpool. ‘The Rev. Professor Chalmers 
was appointed to succeed the late Dr. Lori- 
mer as the Principal of the college The 
next meeting of the Synod was fixed for the 
last Monday of April, 1881, at Newcastle- 
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making the total income of the Church for 


stipend of each minister was £261, being 
slightly above the average stipend of 1878 
Dr. Andrew Thomson, in moving the adop- 
tion of the report, observed tha: the dimiau- 


i® 


burgh ; at least 2,000 persons can be accommo- 


- dated within the building. The Rev. Dr. Jef- 


frey, the retiring Moderator, having preached 
and delivered an address, the Rev. Dr. 
Calderwood, one of the in the 
United Presbyterian College, was elected 
Moderator by acclamation. In returning 


secure increased contributions, that they 
might advance the cause of their Redeemer 
in foreign parte. The Rev. Dr. Scott, Home 


Secretary, submitted the report on general 
statistics. The number of members in full 


communion with the Church was stated to be 
174,134, being a decrease of 932 since the 
year before. The amount of contributions 
for -congregational purposes was reported to 
have been £295,402, which was £14,352+ 
less that the amount received in 1878. 
The amount of missionary. and benevolent 
contributions was reported to be £79,268, 


Assembly of the Established Church of Scot- 


land expressing a desire to promote the re- 
‘anion of other churches. On the 

of the Rev. Dr. Hatton, Paisley, a minute 
was adopted to the effect that: “ Reciprocat- 


co-operation among minis- 
vangelical Churches, the Synod finds 
with regret that the maintenance of an 
Establishment of religion continues to be held 
by the Assembly as an indispensable condi- 
tion of union or further steps towards it. 
‘The Synod, while cordially prepared to 
engage with the ministers of the Established 
Church in all common Christian labours on 


equal terms, deems it unnecessary, 80 long as 


the General Assembly adheres to this condi- 
tion, to continue communications with the 
Assembly on .the subject of ecclesiastical 
union.” The re van Disestablishmemt 
was submitted by Dr. Hutton. It recom- 
mended that the Synod petition Parliament 
for the diseatablishment and disendowment of 
the Church of Scotland. On the motion of 
Principal Cairns the report was adopted, and 
the committee instructed to act in terms of 
the recommendation contained in the report. 
The great “Missionary Evening” of the 
Synod is described as having been as interest- 
ing and successful as ever. It appears that 
the church maintains at \t forty-nine 
ordained missfnaries and six medical mis- 
sionaries, who, with the native catechists, 
evangelists, and male and female teachers, 
“make-up a list of 343 educated labourers in 
the various mission fields. 
THE CONGREGATIONAL UNION. 


_ The business meeting of the Congregational 


‘ae 


- 


‘ 


~ 


fort 


_ 


~ = 


hed been He 
_ believed that in certain districts more than 
on-Tyne. From the report on - in the number of 
compiled by Professor Leone Levi, it ep | students for the ministry. Dr. Robert 
peared that the communicants in the Church | Jeffrey submitted the report of the Committee 
at the present time numbered 54,259, and | on Synod Accommodation, which stated that 
thet the income for the nine months and a the United Presbyterian College building 
half—the time over which the current | had cost « total sum of £54,230, of which 
revenue was spread, owing to a change in £15,551 had yet to be provided. A com- 
the fimancial year—had been £180,269. | munication was read from the General 
The proceedings of the Synod closed by | 
the appointment of two deputies to the 
General Presbyterian Council to meet in 
Philadelphia in September next. 
UNITED PRESBYTERIAN SYNOD. 
The annual meetings of the Synod of the| ing the desire expressed in the letter for 
United Presbyterian Church of Scotland | 
were held from the 3rd to the 12th ult, in | 
the New Synod Hall, Castle Terrace, Edin- | 
burgh. There was a very large attendance, | 
especially of the public, who were naturally | 
anxious to be present at the opening of one 
of the finest and most spacious halls in Edin- 
thanks for the honour done him he said the 
attention of the Synod would largely be 
directed to the condition and future prospects 
of its missions, and he believed the result 
would be a renewal of the Church’s efforts to 


> 


EVANGELICAL ALLIANCE CONVERSAZIONE. 


met each other face to face, prepared to unite 
together in prayer and praise, and for mutual 
edification. 


Sir. Robert Lush, General Sir 


George Jones, A. S. Herring, 8. 
Stubbs, R. Johnston, R. 8S. Ashton, J. P. 
W. H. Dalton, Claude H. Sutton, 


Bennett, W. Urwick, R. Redpath, J. 8. Russell, 
A. Sturge, C. R. Gardner, D. A. Herschell, J. 
Vale Mummery, D. Robertson, J. T. Davis, 
W. Rowlands, and James Long ; Mesers. John 
Finch, Donald’ Matheson, J. E. Mathieson, 
Lockhart Gordon, Holt Skinner, R. Johnston, 
A. G. Burnett, W. BR. Ellis, H. J. Atkinson, 
M. H. Sutton, William Tagg, J. F. Oakey, E. 
Bailey, John Stabb, Percy Bankart, Dr. Picard, 
Dru Drury, M. Van Oort, Bleeker van Wage- 


. | nen (New York), J. Corderoy, A. Houghton, 


Sydney Bevan, W. Olney, F. Ehrenzeller, W. 
Payne, etc., etc. 

After tea and coffee had been served in the 
Dining-hall, the company assembled in the 
Library (which, though a spacious room, was 
well filled), under the of Lord 
Polwarth. A hymn having been sung, the 


. | Rev. C. Graham read the second chapter of 


the Song of Solomon, and prayer was offered 
by the Rev. C. Skrine. 7 

Letters were read, expressing regret at their 
inability to be present at the meeting, from 
Lord Balfour of Burleigh, the Dean of 
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Before this resolution was put, the Rev. the Angus Lectureship, thus founded, cow- 
J. A. Spurgeon begged permission to express | memorate the completion of thirty years’ 
his objection to the appointment of the tenure of his office by the present esteemed 
Marquis of Ripon ss Governor-General for | Principal. 

India, on my See he was a Roman EXETER HALL. 

Catholic. pon poimt «a prolonged| Through the munificence of five of its 
discussion ensued, and an amendment em-| most generous supporters in the City of 
bodying it was moved, but was ultimately | London, the Young Men's Christian Asso- 
lost by a large majority. | ciation has been enabled to purchase Exeter 

At a meeting held at the Baptist College, | Hall for the purposes of that institution. The 
Regent's Park, tne Rev. Dr. Angus, the Presi- | hall will, happily, become neither a theatre nor 
dent, was presented by the old students with an hotel, but will in the future, as in the past, 
a testimonial, for which a sum of £2,000 had | be at the disposal of the various religious 
been subscribed. Dr. for their May meetings. The 
wish that this sum _ money was £25,000, and the 
trustees, so as to f of alterations, furnishing, fitting, 
establishment of a to reach another £15,000. 
theological subjects, si Men's Christian Association still 
Bampton and Boyle Lectares in the premises in Aldersgate Street, 
of England, and to the Congregational accommodation is already quite 
among the Independents. The a for the increasing number of 
therefore took the form of an classes. Those premises, 
address, with which was accompanied « a are being enlarged by the addi- 
time-piece, suitably inscribed, the latter large, adjoining building. 
being presented to Mra. Angus. Both, like 

— 

The invitation of the Council to members | Dr. McAuslane, John Gritten, Dr. Murray 
and friends of the Evangelical Alliance to | Mitchell, C. Skrine, J. Hunt Cooke, Grattan 
gather together for the Annual Conversazione | Guinness, Lloyd Harris, H. W. Townsend, 
was very largely responded to, and the firet | W. Frith, Dr. Trail, Mourant Brock, A. F. 
half-hour spent in social intercourse was « 
season of much enjoyment, as friends from 
various parts of the country and from abroad 
Regent’s Park College, by the kind permission 
of the Rev. Principal Angus. It is impossible 
to give a complete list of those present, but 
among them were the following : Lord Pol- 
warth (the President), Captain the Hon. F 
Maude, ~ 
Arthur Lawrence, Sir William Rose Robinson, 

Thomas Greer, Esq., u.p., General Halliday, 
General Colin Mackenzie, Colonel Wilmot 

‘ Brooke, Sandwith, General Graydon, 
Major an, Lieut. Walker, a.x., Colonel 
Puget, Colonel Forster, n.a., Colonel Bruce, 
Pasteur Dardier (Geneva), the Revs. D 
Angus, Dr. Blackwood, H. W. Webb-Pep- 
loe, Charles Graham, J. Denham Smith, E. 
D. 


est form. 
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Canterbary, Pasteur G. Fisch (Paris), and 
others. 

The noble Chairman anid My Christian 


“friends, I see that the next matter in the pro- 


gramme is, that I am to address a few remarks 
to you to-day. I would express, in the Sret 


place, my gratitude at being able om this occa- 
sion to meet with the friends of the Evan- 


great Atoner ? 
Evangelical Alliance, but to bring together 
into oneness of faith and oneness of love the 
disciples of this same Lord Jesus Christ, by 
whatever name they may be called. As we 
think of the Commandment before us for 
meditation to-day, we feel sure that it means 
something beyond an authoritative command, 
that it expresses a wish or desire in 

It is, then, the loving 


to form 
one beauteons temple, which should be bal- 
lowed by the presence of Jehovah. And was 
it not true that Christ came thus as a separa- 


[Jume 1, 
Body, which should be to the praise and glory 
of His grace! How beautiful is this thought 
expressed in the Epistle to the Corinthians, 
where we read of one Body, and each indi- 
vidual member his own place and his 
own work to perform, filling that place and 
doing that there shall 
be no of Christ! Where 
this is there will be no gaps, aad 
the we do not 
realize the mischief and bitterness 
which come through dis 
union; we do not know the extent to which 
it weakens before the world. 
If God’s children did bat realize this, I believe 
they would be ready to hide their heads, and 
to go aside weep over it every day. But, 
Christian friends, Alliance was formed 
for the very purpose of promoting and fur- 
thering true union of spirit, and to bring be- 
 Lievers in the same Lord closer and closer to 
one another. A wall may be ruined, and still 
hang together, though a ruin; but the case is 
different with regard to the Church. There 
it is the living membership that constitutes 
the life, and each “lively stone” has his part 
to falfil. Letus ever bear in mind that when 
Jesus came, and called us by His grace, He 
bhed a great purpose in view. His was no 
chance work, but planned with design from 
firet to lest. Had He not in view a temple 
that in every part should be harmonious, 
grand, and perfect, when “He gave some, 
apostles; and some, prophets; and some, 
evangelists ; and some, pastors and teachers ; 
for the perfecting of the sainta, for the work 
of the ministry, for the edifying of the body 
of Christ,” which should be glorious and 
beautifa'. It is for this end, too, that the 
Evangelical Alliance exists to aid Chris- 
tians in drawing closer to each other, and 


the Apostle refers to Christians as “speaking 
the truth in love.” There is ho surrender of 
principle, but there is an acknowledgment of 
the principle that all believers are one in 


Here were Christ, one Lord, one faith, one baptism; and 
that there cannot be real joy unless the 
members are thuecombined. This, therefore, 
is one of the objects we have in view——that 
Christians should speak the truth in love, and 


tor and divider ; that He came to separate us not only realize our oneness in Christ and to 
from the old nature and from sin, that wemight _ Christ, but to be filled with the Spirit of the 
be built together into one new and glorious | One Head, that we may be more and more like 
temple—one new and living bedy, His one | Him who is the great Atoner, and who would 


gelical Alliance in London; for last year it 
was out of my power to attend. ‘The subject 
brought before our minds to-day ie the New 
Commandant of our Lord Jesus Christ ; and in 
| coming to the College this afternoon, as I re- 
. flected upon the object of our gathering, | 
could not help putting to myrelf this question : 
. Whose command is this? Surely, we would 
j remember that it is the command of our risen 
/ Lord and Saviour ; and who.is He bat the | 
| 
| member of the whole Christian Church. Yes, 
| of the Saviour that broad spirit of union to 
which the Master referred in those closing 
) words of His on the New Commandment, of 
which we are to hear today. I remember, 
when at Jerusalem, witnessing a sight that bas 
often come back vividly to my mind. Inthe | in manifesting to the world that, though 
north there was an old quarry through which | separate in many ways, we are one in Christ 
it was possible to penetrate. You saw great | Jesus, and realize the solema responsibility. 
| masses of stone thrown down, some here and | of aiding one another in building up the whole 
some there, and some were still cleaving to | Church of Christ. You will remember how 
| the natural rock, These were not separated 
from the great rock, but thousands were thus 
separated from the native rock, having been | | 
struck by the bammers of builders and borne | 
away to form part of the Temple. 


. 


| 
The above very impcrtoot shetch ia the best that can be 
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eare as 
are one 
ur union 
> that in 
varly the 


After reading the Scriptures, prayer | 
was offered by the Rev. J. S. Russell. 


nesday 
chair. 


Mins 
Mrs. E. Birkenbead. 
Mr. Linton 


Rev. 


Birkenhead. 
, Birkenhead. 
Birkenhead. 
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aiming to promote Christian are doing expression in singing the Dorology, after which, 
most for the evangelisatiun of the world. and the Benediction by the Rev. Dr. Angus, 
minated, : Time wil] not permit for an —— 
. account to be given of the success:vouchesfed | The Council, with deep thankfulness, regard 
. by God to the late deputation | the blessing which rested upon the meeting 
" te the Emperor of Austria ; bat all as an answer to much prayer, and they are 
praise when [ mention | encouraged to go forward in the work of the 
ceased, and that our | Lord, in fall dependence upun the 
in Bekemia have full | Ghost, whose gracious power was 
, for public worship and | manifested in the addresses 
I may edd, thet-| Christian fellowship, which all 
children from six to reviving and strengthening. 
which prevents parents | It is hoped that opportun: 
‘owe plaze of worship, be offered to Christian friends 
the Emperor has been 
for ita removal. 
closing the meeting 
which filled ali hearts 
A meeting of Council was held on W 
| May 19; Lord Polwarth in 
The following persons were al 
Mim Mary Lo ~ 
Mise Catherine Le Mate, Manchester. 
William W. Coulbors, Bay, Manchester. ock. 
Seaman, Manchester. 
] 
Mrs. Daniel Wilson, Birkenhead. Mise 
Stockton Gibson, Esq., M.D., 
i! mute, ell Miss Mary Stirling. 
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